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Objectives

El Diario: Chairman Gonzalo, what prompted you,
after a lengthy silence, to do this interview? And why
did you choose El Diario?

Chairman Gonzalo: Let us start by saying that
the Communist Party of Peru (PCP), which has been
leading the People’s War for more than eight years
now, has expressed itself publicly in a number of
different documents. We have always considered the
pronouncements of the Party itself to be much more
important, because that way it is crystal clear that it is
the PCP that has dared to initiate the People’s War, lead
it, and carry it forward.

The reason we are taking this occasion to speak in a
personal interview like this one, which is the first time
we have had the pleasure to do so, and specifically with
you, has to do with the Party Congress.

Our Party has accomplished a long-awaited historic
task with the convening of its Congress. For decades
we struggled hard to bring this about, but it’s only the
People’s War that has given us the conditions to actually
accomplish it. That’s why we say that the 1st Congress
is the offspring of two great parents: the Party and the
People’s War.
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As the official documents state, this Congress marks
a milestone, a victory, in which our Party has been able
to sum up the long road traveled, and has established the
three basic elements of Party unity: its ideology, which
is Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought; the
Program; and the General Political Line. Furthermore,
this Congress has established a solid basis for advancing
towards the prospective seizure of Power.

The Congress, then, is a great victory, and it is one of
the main reasons for giving this interview. Other reasons
have to do with the profound crisis that our country is
going through, and the ever-growing and more powerful
development of the class struggle of the masses, and
with the international situation and how revolution is
the main trend in the world.

As to why we are doing this interview with El Diario,
there is a very simple reason. El Diario is a trench
of combat and today it is the only tribune that really
serves the people. We believe that though it would have
been possible to be interviewed by others, including
foreigners, it is better, and more in accord with our
principles, to be interviewed by a paper like El Diario,
which is really struggling every day under difficult
conditions to serve the people and the revolution. That
is the reason.

El Diario: Chairman Gonzalo, have you weighed the
possible implications of conducting this interview? Let
me ask you — don’t you run some risk talking publicly
at this time?
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Chairman Gonzalo: Being Communists, we fear
nothing. Moreover, our Party has steeled us to challenge
death itself, and to carry our life on our fingertips so that
we may give it whenever the revolution demands it. We
believe that this interview has overriding importance: it
serves our Party, serves the revolution, serves our people
and our class, and also — why not say it — serves the
international proletariat, the peoples of the world, the
World Revolution. Whatever risk then, is nothing —
especially, I repeat, forged as we are by the Party.
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I.

Ideological Questions

El Diario: Chairman, let’s talk about one of the
ideological foundations of the PCP, Maoism. Why do you
consider Maoism the third stage of Marxism?

Chairman Gonzalo: This point is crucial, and of
enormous consequence. For us, Marxism is a process
of development, and this great process has given us a
new, third, and higher stage. Why do we say that we
are in a new, third, and higher stage, Maoism? We say
this because in examining the three component parts
of Marxism, it is clearly evident that Chairman Mao
Zedong has developed each one of these three parts. Let’s
enumerate them: in Marxist philosophy no one can deny
his great contribution to the development of dialectics,
focusing on the law of contradiction, establishing that it
is the only fundamental law. In political economy, it will
suffice to highlight two things. The first, of immediate
and concrete importance for us, is bureaucrat-capitalism,
and second, the development of the political economy
of socialism, since in synthesis we can say that it
is Mao who really established and developed the
political economy of socialism. With regard to scientific
socialism, it is enough to point to People’s War, since
it is with Chairman Mao Zedong that the international
proletariat has attained a fully developed military theory,
giving us then the military theory of our class, the
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proletariat, applicable everywhere. We believe that these
three questions demonstrate a development of universal
character. Looked at in this way what we have is a
new stage — and we call it the third one, because
Marxism has two preceding stages, that of Marx and
that of Lenin, which is why we speak of Marxism-
Leninism. A higher stage, because with Maoism the
ideology of the worldwide proletariat attains its highest
development up to now, its loftiest peak, but with the
understanding that Marxism is — if you’ll excuse the
reiteration — a dialectical unity that develops through
great leaps, and that these great leaps are what give
rise to stages. So for us, what exists in the world
today is Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, and principally
Maoism. We think that to be Marxists today, to be
Communists, necessarily demands that we be Marxist-
Leninist-Maoists and principally Maoists. Otherwise, we
couldn’t be genuine Communists.

I would like to emphasize a situation that is
rarely taken into account and definitely deserves to be
studied closely today. I am referring to Mao Zedong’s
development of Lenin’s great thesis on imperialism.
This is of great importance today, and in the historical
stage that is presently unfolding. Again simply listing
his contributions, we could point out the following:
he discovered a law of imperialism when he said that
imperialism makes trouble and fails, makes trouble again
and fails again, until its final doom. He also specified
a period in the process of development of imperialism,
which he called “the next 50 to 100 years,” years, as
he said, unparalleled on Earth, during which, as we
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